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verywhere I've visited recently, Iron Sol
diers are fully engaged with training and
preparing for the challenges of the upcom
ing intensive training cycle. | see the dedi
cation, and commitment our Soldiers give
everyday to their units and Amerca’s Tank Division.
It is impressive and | am very proud of all Iron Sol-
diers for what they do everyday, and continue to do.

The upcoming training period will be a busy time for
the Division as we continue to reintegrate and pre-

pamﬁ:rmenmmmnhymmugmnmtﬂx,rﬂl-: :
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rigors of combat. EFvery Soldier is a warrior, and we
must train that way. It is imperative that all Soldiers
are proficient in basic warfighting skills, and develop a
physical toughness thar will sustain them on the bartle-
field. We must take advantage of this opportunity to
prepare Soldiers, build teams and grow leaders for the
future. It's what you learn after you know everything
that counts. (ur commitment to excellence and train-
ing to tough and exacting standards will ensure every-
one is prepared to succeed.

The safe and successful accomplishment of the train- [ will always place the missi
ing mission will require Soldiers and leaders to be in- : kil
volved and disciplined in the enforcement of standards I will never acee
under the most arduous conditions. We must not lower : FE

any standards or cut comers. Lower standards lead 10
unsuccessful missions and unsafe practices. We have
to work smartly to ensure that our Soldiers are success-
ful and safe. Leaders must take the time 1o talk with
Soldiers, and make sure they understand the training
tﬂksandmmﬂmsmn Tm:spmtmﬁmguxkt

Weﬂummdmdlmequdhdwﬂ:mmﬁyﬂ
Mmﬁemm-ﬂﬂ_ ngit

— muiwmmiw am?mandlamapmfmsmnal

&wﬁn? the enemies of the Umted States
of America in close combat.

I am a guardian of freedom and the
American way of life.

I am an American Soldier.

hrep:/ fwww.armystudyguide.com/Warrior-Ethos/
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Iron Soldiers of the

M@@K@ MLERSY),
1= Battalion, 94®

Field Artillery

JE SRS Regiment (MLRS)

ﬁg ﬂ{‘ /é j_f [f? ﬁ f U 'I éfﬁ J*JLT?ILL;LE {;lﬁ"@?j rIJ'j'J-" honed their live-

fire skills with a

qualification in
. _.  |Baumholder,
" Germany, Nov. 29

through Dec. 2

After a 15-month
deployment to Iraq in
support of Operation
Iraqi freedom, the
three artillery batteries
and radar battery that
form the ranks of 1-94
FA have renewed their
focus on high intensity
combat training.

oL aryf and. ﬂ'tl alar ‘I;f Pul Jamni) far

These types of exercises are
“baby steps” to the unit’s

ultimate training goal of

. . continned next page . . .

FTEEFES PEEELSS, ST

M Tank Division
Pl = il

“..# E’..j

N e o i)
PO BT U8 -

M270 MLRS

The M270 Multiple
Launch Rocket System is a
mobile artillery system ca-
pable of striking against air
defense systems, enemy artil-
lery, armored formations and
other high value targets deep
inside enemy territory.

This System can fire
both rockets and missiles.

The MLRS is based on
the US M2 Bradley chassis
and the system is seli-loaded
with two rocket pod contain-
ers, cach containing 6 rockets.

Being power assisted and
taking approximartely 20 to 40
minutes, loading the MLRS is
no small task.

MLRS is deployed as in-
dependent launcher unirs.
These units use a shoot and
move technique. The idea is
to be able to come our of hid-
ing, aim and shoot within four
minutes.

The MLRS is normally
used for deep fire-support,
from 10 to more than 30 km
with unguided rockets to more
than 60 km with guided rock-
ets. These vehicles are capable
ufﬁrmg 12 rockets in less than
a minute. (Quick evacuation

T S

this makes the M270 a pre-
ferred weapons system for
crew survivability.

Crew: 3-driver, gunner,
section chiet

Weight: 55,000 pounds

Length: 22 feet 6 inches
Width: 9 feer 9 inches
Height (stowed): 2.57m

Max Range: 483 km

Propulsion:

Cummings ¥TA-903 wurbo-
charged 8 cylinder diesel devel-
oping 500bhp at 2,300 rpm.
Able to attain a max speed of
Gidkm/h.

Armament: Warheads are anti-

personnel/anti-matenial, preci-

sion anti-armor sub munitions

and other variants, One round
| equals one launcher firing 12
B rockees.

Ammunition: M77  Scarger
able Anti-Personnel Mine, which
are able to kill enemy soldicrs

| through the combined etfects of
blast and fragmentation.

I AT2 SCATMIN Rocker is an
anti-tank rocker. Fach rocket car-

ries 28 anri-tank mines.

|
1
1 |
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preparing for the big picrure of
full-spectrum  operations,
according o Major John Frisbie,
1-94 FA training and operations

officer in charge.

Troops bartling insurgents,
conducting combar patrols in
residential neighborhoods and
building hospitals all at the same
time is considered full-spectrum
operations, Frishie explained.

Ciearing the soldiers from low-
intensity conflicts, where risks to
forces are minimal, to high-
intensity conflicts, where major
forces with large number of
people and equipment are used
is a focus of the unit’s muli-
faceeed training effort.

Although the focus of the live-fire
event was crew qualification, the
exercise encompassed the entire
battalion, from the launcher
crews, fire-direction center
{FIXC), ammunition handlers,
and radar operations to battery
and battalion quiers]up

s

The launcher crew, which is
comprised of three soldiers, a
driver, usually a specialist, a
gunner, a sergeant, and a section
chief, usually a staff sergeant, are
qualified by successfully

performing three missions.

The scenarios — Ar My
Command, When Ready and
Time on Target — were the

missions chosen for the event.

The first scenario, At My
Command, is conducted by
giving the crew a mission, which
is received from the Fire
Diirection Center. The crew
then moves to the fire point ‘lays
on target’ and then waits to be
specifically told to arm rockets
and finally to fire.
. . continued page 10 . ..

(Below) Iran Soldiers of Ba:-
tery A, 1-94 FA (MLRS), fire a
rocket from one of 12, 227 mm
rocket tubes on the unic'’s work-
horse, the M270 Multiple
Launch Rocker .."gutm

Y merica’'s Tank Division

‘“‘-”91. GIA

Another important member of
.; the MILES family is the meteorologieal

- peam These dhree-soldier teams ane ne-

M{i’; ,‘?aﬁn 'E??g ‘ﬁ%ﬂ:ﬁ?ﬂ  sponsible for providing valusble atmo-

b ﬂng*}@ T:ef:#'r Arti i'Te::F w s i & ek e

weather balloon wath a radio sonde, a

‘Tmmmj ﬂmi'r A T i vl

tl.l.n:l:nfnmri:]." 15000

A chemical light is chis device’s
only tracking system until the balloon
firally bursts,

The radio sonde relays informa-
tion to the MET team who is able to
|m=pr=tmdi:rmdﬂwempeﬂnw

MET ream gathers are atmospheric
pressuse, wind speed, relative humid-
ity and temperature.
| These teams are also very useful
fnrﬂﬁ:m\g:mwmnngﬂw
[ "
The information provided by
the MET team allows the MLES
lawunchers o be a lethal fighring force
wath sccurate results.
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their 12 rockets, which in wrm would
seriously disrupt the enemy, Frisbie
explained.

The live-fire qualification is a
culminating event of many weeks of
training without actually firing the
WEAPONS System.

The Bartalion expects o reach “trained”
status for high-intensity conflict by May
2005, after field training in April and
May.

With the ever changing Army the
mission statement for this unit is also

changing.

The unit, prima:iij.r an artillery unit, is
now introducing the infantry side of the
Army to its soldiers.

“We are planning to train as an infantry
task force during the second quarter of
2005 and enter CMTC as a maneuver
force,” said Frishie.

January will begin the infantry training
with Iron Warrior Tasks, such as joint
urban operations, moving under direct
fire, engaging targets with MK-19
grenade launchers and employing

mines and hand grenades.

With extensive training varying from
artillery live-fire to a new focus in the
direction of the infantry training 1-94
FA is becoming a more versatile force
for the division commander.
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[ nfantryman’s

5. Army tag on  “Looking over and seeing another Soldier wearing the
nmight notmean  EIB gives Soldiers confidence in each other,” said
o the infantry-  Johnson. The knowledge that a comrade in arms has
competence in what is considered to be a mark of military excellence
he foundation lets other Soldiers know that the Soldier really knows
his stuff and can be relied upon.

ch started in  As the Army has evolved since the EIB’ inception, so

s-on tests that  have the tasks required to earn the prestigious tab. OF

gally and men-  the 37 tasks thar comprise the test, two are new. The

man’s Badge is  ability to wield the Army’s newest infantry-based anti-

iave participated  armor missile and the use of laser optics in zeroing
nation of spe-  weapons, have recently been added to the ever-chang-
1 infantryman  ing repertoire of the American infantryman.

o The Javelin anti-armor missile, which has seen service
are rigorous,” said 1 Sgr.  in Operation Iraqi Freedom, was fielded by the 17 Ar-
any B, 1-36" IN. Suc- mored Division in December 2002. The task of firing
il Fitness Test, a 12-mile  the weapon will evolve again as the division prepares
arksmanship. and dayand  to upgrade 1o the Javelin IT in early 2005.
n, all pave the way to earning a
srorically, the success rate is  The bore light. a laser optic sighting device is also be-
ing used by the division. Designed to zero a weapon

Story and photos by Sgt. Gregory F. Withrow

13



ironside}Magazine;

Y

rd Bri

andpbolo by

igade S

.-_‘L .

———

jers ﬁ/af fmmm\g

1-4t5t Infantry mam‘a@ prepm: ﬁrr combat o i

.hﬂ#ﬂ‘mﬂfwhat to do and where

mg, thtn unit and company level
training. The most important thing
here is for us to develop our standard
operating procedures for this kind of
thing.

“The most important thing is for me
to make sure my guys know what
they're doing,” he said. “I'm nort as
concerned about NTC as | am about
getting that idea into their heads so

to go. We all need to know what to thar they take it seriously.”

do in case it happens.”

With that in mind, the company
conducted reaction casualty evacua-
tions from an ambushed convoy,
then moved into and cleared a house,
according to Spe. John Sherfield.

Vallenavedo said his platoon would
do everything necessary to ensure
that they entered the theatre of op-
erations with a professional attitude,
knowing their mission to the best of

their abiliry.

“NTC will never be exactly like
Irag,” he said, “but you can give them
an attitude so they sort of know whar
to expect. Thar's all vou can ask.”

“I think the training is going to do
very well (because) one of the things
you're up against there is you might
be hit by improvised explosive de-

hone combat skills

As the National Training Center at Fort Irwin
shifts its focus from major tank battles to urban,
squad-sized missions, units that might traditionally not have
scen much combat are preparing for anything.

The medic platoon of 1* Barralion, 13® Armor, has been
training for Military Operations in Urban Terrain as diligendy
as their armor crewman counterparts, in full expecration of
participating in combar operations later in the rotation and,
potentially, in Iraq.

*NTC used to have a very distinct mission with a linear
battlefield.” said 1* Li. Jerry Silvers, who was moved into Observer
Control from the medical platoen. “Now they're moving away from
thar with civilians on the bardefield. more cities and a lot less force
on force. The enemies are getting smarter, not attacking just the
combat units anymore, but now going after the support dlements.
We have 1o be ready for ic”

W hile we'ne bere, the company plans on entering and cdeaning 3 building
orselves,” sand 2% Li. Ben Doonnk, medic plasoon keader. "Even il the buihjin__!'ﬁ
already been cleared, we have to make sure and do ivagain before we setupa
collecmion poine, 5ol be good traming forus.”

Inn order to prepare for thiz increased need for combar skills, the Soldiers
have been perfforming more intensave training even at Fort Biley

“Wlien we did our gunnery, we perfornyed 2 mass casualiy exercise oa at
the Mult-Porpose Bange Complex,” Silvers said. “That forcwses mare o whar
wi'te going vo be doing our there.”

The platoon is also practicing different standard operating procedures in
order v be more combar effective,

W re trying to focus more on medical aid bags, so the Soldiers can be
il and react 1o fire easier,” Doorink said. “They're also gering some of the
erarming; that has previcusly only been avaikalbde l@n‘.‘l‘ level myedics,”™

Silvers books forward o this rotaton st T being a more practical
exercise of shills than amything the plaoon bas experienced before.

*This is going to be 100 times better than previous rotations because s s
realiztic,” he saicd. “It won't be exace, it never is, bot il be bemer™

T'his rotarion i5 meant to assist 17 Boo, 13® Armor, better execute thar
mission in Irg sometime next year, officials said.

“The task force wall be doing reconnaisance sweeps, supply routes,
training; the Iragi police and rebuilding,” Doorink said. *This medic platoon will
he their hason to the chvilian doctors inthe anea, bt woene going o be dght there
with thyem.”
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Iron Engineers of the 1* Armored Division are back from Iraq and on
track, refocusing on training and exercising man and machine.

Pfe. Arshur Ricks, I, and Pfe Thma i i ol % % - L ' - . o B ok " Rallying in Hanau, Germany’s Campo Pond Training Area, the division’s

I8 Menard, both ﬂfﬁiﬂ a‘I: 162h EN, excavate N e i e | - e sappers of the 16" Engincer Battalion, 40" Engineer Barttalion and Divi-
|« T-shaped personnel fighting position with - = B T . - sion Engineer Bn.gad: Headquarters, came together to build espric de

\  the backhoe of an FLU 419 SEE. i e . . . continued nmpn;gw

2



corps, shake out their equipment and get
back to the basics of combart engineering
during Nevember's DIGEX.

The DIGEX, or dig exercise, is designed
to train and qualify engineer crews on the
M9 Armored Combar Earth Mover (ACE)
and FLU 419 Small Emplacement Exca-
vator (SEE). Constructing fighting posi-
tions for armored vehicles or personnel,
clearing obstacles, sound dampening and
improvement of operational sites within
specified dimensions and under the time
constraints of combat conditions, all serve
as bench marks for crew qualification.

“Our training here helps increase surviv-

(Below) Spe. Saul Blance, Co. C,
£0th EN, plows through dive, digeing
an armored vehicle fighting position
with an M9 ACE.

ability on the battlefield,” said Sgr. 17 Class
Zachary Coats, platoon sergeant, Com-
pany A, 16" EN. “We should do this sore
of training semi-annually. The more we
train the better we are.”

But the battlefield evolved during Opera-
tion Iragi Freedom, and the division’s en-
gineers adapted to the requirements of the
mission, fulfilling a variety of roles as the
situation dictared.

The requirements for breaching obstacles
under fire and providing cover for troops
and armor moving across the bartlefield
were supplanted by a need to dispose of
ordnance, rebuild local communities and
combat patrols within Task Force 1% Ar-
mored Division’s area of operarions.

The engineers’ role may have changed for
the short term but the need to mainrain a
high level of readiness for traditional mis-
sions has not taken a back seat in the
minds’ of engineer leadership.

“This training is not obsolete and is help-
ing us to build unit cohesion,” said Com-
mand Sgr. Major Lawrence Miller, 40™
EN top NCO. “We have the opportunity
to sharpen skills that may have deterio-
rated during the deployment as well as get
the new Soldiers into the team.”

Realizing that the engineers’ mission in
Iraq was different in many aspects allows
leaders like Miller and Coars to identify
and implement training at all levels ad-
dressing Soldiers’ and units’ needs to be
fully mission capable.

“We didn’t get a chance to use our equip-
ment to the fullest down range, but we
are refocusing during our training here,”
explained Coarts.

Gamnering valuable training time for sea-
. « . continued next page . . .

The SEE is used to rapidly dig ¢

ments such as crew-served N !
command posts and individual
tions. The high mobility of 'I‘hl‘..‘

an earthmoving machine upabhﬂg

ment between battle position

The SEE is a lightweight,
hicle.

Highly mobile.

Major systems: front mo
bucket; rear mounted bz

Attachments: handheld ]

Crew: 2 op:n.tuﬂ.. 5%
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soned Soldiers to sharpen their
skills on their vehicles and intro-
ducing new Soldiers to the equip-
ment integral to the engineers’
mission aid in building the units’
comperence.

“This is the time they have 1o
crawl, walk and run,” said Coats,
referring to the Soldiers guiding
their vehicles and tramping
through the mounds of earth piled
high at Campo Pond. “We never
know what the mission will be bur
we will be ready.”

Through this training, building
technical and tactical competence

rests on one underlying theme of
this DIGEX: teamwork.

“We are here to re-bond people,”
explained 1" Lt. Michelle
Gramling, assistant 5-3, training
and operations officer for the Cata-
mounts of the 16" EN. After 15
months of deployment to lrag and
the redeployment of the division
to Germany, many fresh faces have
filtered into the ranks of the divi-
sions’ engineers. Along with the
gain of new Soldiers came the loss
of valuable experience as Soldiers
changed duty station or left the
Army.

Even as the engineer units adapred
to new callings, [ron Soldiers had
to evolve with the change in per-
sonnel.

“We lost valuable experience after
the deployment,” said Spec. Shaun
Ivey, ACE operator, Co. C, 16 EN.
“We had to step up and rtake
charge. We are going to pass on
what we know to the new guys.”

Spe. Sanl Blance, Co. C, 40ch EN, pushes earth from the
battom of a an avmorved vebicle fighting position as be
completes bis qualification as an ACE opevator.

Across the board, the engineers are mak-
ing the most of their training opportunity
said 1* Lt. Sean Delaney, assault and ob-
stacle platoon leader, C CO. 16" EN.

“1 have three scasoned operators out of
seven,” said Delaney. “The seasoned guys
are working to show the new guys what
to do. We're like kids in a sand box.”

Relatively new to the division, Seldiers
like Pfc. Ernest Rosser and Pfe. Matthew
Morgan, both of Co. C, 40™ Engineers,
received their initial experience with the
ACE during the DIGEX and are gleaning
the benefits of knowledge from the expe-
rienced Soldiers.

“This is my first time training on the ACE
and [ am having a lot of fun,” said Rosser.

But there is much more behind the fun of
piling up mounds of dirt and digging pits
for armored vehicles to hide in. There are
standards which must be met in order to
be a qualified ACE operator.

“NCOs show us what the ACE's capabili-
ties are, showing us what ‘right’ looks like,
vou need to feel the dirt and come into it
own your own,” said Morgan.

NCOs like Sgr. James Hertling, Co. C,
40" EN, and Sgt. John Phillips, Co. A, 16™
EM, are pmviding the basis of knowledge
for the new Soldiers.

“We are helping to build future NCOs by
training,” said Hertling. “I just figure |
will teach them everything | know.” As
NCOs are considered to be the backbone
of the Army, bringing to bear the experi-
ence of veteran engineers like Phillips can
go a long way in providing a solid foun-
dation of training,

bR

“This is my first

America’s Tank Division

& = &

time training on
the ACE and I

am having a lot

of fun.”

Pfe. Ernest Rosser
ACE Operator
Company C, 16th Engineer Battalion

21
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“T'h-m:s a lot of tools you don't
see just digging., but we have to
qualify on every one of them. Dig-
ging is only one part of our job,”
Explained Phillips.

T]'tettm-m:.nl:r:w 11

- hamme drill, all powered by hydrau-
- hcﬁtungs htm:hﬂS.EEsmp:r

anti-tank ditches, prepares combat roads, removes

e

30 MPH tmrd speed allowing it mmm'
3 MPH swim

Smoke obstruction

NBC protection

Halon suppression system.

Crew: 1

Length: 20.5 feer Widths 9.2 feet/ 10.5 fect
Height: EEEﬂandshd-idmm}H!h{ in
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The Longbow transition is part of the Army’s ongping
process to improve the warfighting capabilities of unit’s
like 1-501* AV and bring them on line with the advanced
technologies of the Future Force concept. As of June
2004, ten Army aviation battalions have received the
upgrade and the process is continuing with 1-501% AV,

Doerer and Command Sgt. Maj. Steven Remily, 1-501¢
AV, bartalion command sergeant major, cased the unirt’s
colors in a ceremony in Hanau, Germany’s Fliegerhoerst
Kaserne, Dec. 9, in preparation to move to Fort Hood

A core of 70 Soldiers from 1-501" AV, including the com-
mander, is staying with the unir, providing continuity dur-
ing the units transition, said Doerer.

“We have really grear Soldiers within the unit and the
added capabilities of the new hardware will only
strengthen our potential for success on the bartlefield.”
explained Doerer. “I am pleased to have such an experi-
enced core of Soldiers as we transition 1o the Longbow.

L. Col. Robert Doever and Command Sgt. Maj.
Steven Remily case the colors of 1-501" AV duving a
ceremony in Hanaw, Germany’s Fliegerboerse
Kaserne, Dec. 9, in preparvation to move to Fort

The Flying Dragons’ transition to the Longbow will be Sotiin abadaditing

complete in late 2005, adding even more versatility o
the division’s arsenal.

24 25
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Iron MPs pick up'

an oId Qeat

Refocusing after Iraq

For tl:u.-s :

 duties  from
¥ wndncti.nﬁg“imfﬁc
stops to responding to
Sgt. David Pritt, 501
MP Co. .ﬂ‘.ﬂ?‘l‘ g
Mar world ]:preﬂﬂ

R
A

)
e

Police

areas — while two
platoons are assigned
as field MPs to the

CO m Pany 4 ; division’s 1° Brigade

Combat Team in

} bases :nd housing

e crossed pistols. They're not a 1970s punk rock band. But they Friedberg and 2~ .
are rocking the suburbs...with the intent to “assist, protect and BCT in Baosaholder
defend.”

renews

1 . comtimued page 31 . .
The 1" Armored Division’s 501 Military Police Company regained the
 mission of “road commitment” throughout the division’s footprine Oct.

p re s e n c e - 25. The mis?i-:m was .t-Ernpnr:lril}r hancln:l off to elements uF".I-" Corps’

18th MP Brigade while 1AD deployed in support of Operation Iraqi :

'M rnpm&msm&nmﬂ'dwmg a patrol of the

Freedom.
- | Ist Armored Division commenitics in the 2215t Base i
i n “Road commitment™ entails patrolling housing communities and military Support Battalion Wﬂpﬂpfmﬁm :

bases and providing garrison law enforcement. (Right} Pfe. Jason Epstein, 5015t MP Co.. writes a

traffic violation ticket for a driver who failed to

| AD communities Wass

Gz




Ironside Magazine

2 ik AEEEE me?: ﬂf*fﬁf:r

l-i-'l

501st MPs
... adapting

Pfe. Ryan Braun (above) and Pft. Joshua Griffith (below), botl with 2nd Platoon “Gunslingers”,
5015t Military Police Company, serve as gunners during convoy security training in Baumbolder,
Germany. The Gunslingers are assigned to Ist Armored Division’s 2nd Brigade Combar Team as
Sield MPs. As field MPs, their mission is to train for combat deployment.
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The term lmll pnhce mﬁa‘smma& with that
traffic vm'liuwﬂ';ere cited on. fast week. But there is
anotherside to these troopers than m g lawand
order on the Army’s streets. aﬁamm
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While the main service platoons of 17 J’eri!:l Division's 501
Military Police Company have hitting the road to keep some of

2™ Platoon, in

the division’s housing areas safe. the com
Baumholder, and 1* Plt., in Friedberg, are

areas to make sure they're ready for the nex
two platoons are designated as combar M Ps.

ing the training
loyment. These

“A lot of people don't understand that working the road is a very
small part of being a military police officer,” said Staff Sg1. Michael
Cole, 2" Platoon, 501* Military Police Comgany, 1" Armored
Division. “As it's been told before, we're glorified infantrymen, because
we have a lot of combat operations and it takes up the bulk of our
time.”

A job description of the combat M includes convoy escorts, military
operations in urban terrain (MOUT) taining and enemy prisoner
of war training.

Training focus is derived from a number of
ways.

One way is based off of the war on terror.

“Instead of doing look-out points and
observation points through woodlands and
jangle termitory; wene doiog it throngh citics.”
said Cole. “Now not only do you have to
change your tactics, you have to change the
way you deal with people around you because
you're in the middle of a very populated area.”

With urban combat operations also come
new risks, as [ron Soldiers deployed 1o Irag

S

The enemy Soldiers have been facing doesn’t
wear a uniform, so it is difficult to determine
who is friendly and who is foe, Cole noted.

The change in fight racrics also effects convoy
operations.

“(Improvised explosive device)
identification,” said Cole.

“We rrain Soldiers to look for anything that
looks suspicious. (Insurgents) have been
known to hide IEDs in everything from a
pile of rocks to dead animal carcasses.”

Leaders of all levels also develop training
based on first-hand experience.

“NWe've been there; we know how it 1s,” said
Sgt. Tracy Sharp, 2= Plt., 501" MP.

Combat veterans can bring what they think
are the most important “lessons learned™ to

the table.

*Having experienced veterans around helps
a lot,” Pfc. Matt Griswold, one of the more
recent additions to the 501,

America’s Tank Division
S
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essons learned s st b s rivopher sianis

“Everybody who got back from down range
is telling stories, burt they are also giving
advice about what to do when we get down
there — personally and professionally.”

Many leaders encourage the buddy system
so Soldiers have someone to talk to if

stress gets to great.

Professionally, Ceole said it is most
important to instill Soldiers with the
significance of equipment familiarization
and maintenance.

“If any of your gear goes down, it’s
uscless,” Cole impressed. “They need to
know how to fix it when it if anything
should jam or go down in the middle of a

mission.”

In addition to job-specific training, the
combat MPs will conduct joint training
with the division’s infantry units. Theyalso
did this prior to the past deployment to
Iraq.

“When we went down range, we conducted
a lot of training with the infantry — such
as personnel searches and vehicle
searches,” said Cole. “When it comes
down 1o it we all work together. All of our
missions intertwined to make the whole
system run smooth.”

Cole added that whether training on
convoy tactics, or clearing a house, there
is only one way to get Seldiers to the
proficiency they need: “Train in a
repetitious manner so that when it
comes down to it they go in to muscle
memory and just react.”
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. . continsed from 12, ..
Soldiers” time and the units’ training dol-
lars.

“This is a highly expedient way to zero,”
said Staff Nicholas Zielinski of 1-36" IN.
“We can save a little money and concen-
trate more on training. And training is
something 1-36™ IN will not lose focus on.

Even after 15 months of combat in Iraq,
bartle-hardened units like the Spartans of

1* Barralion, 36™ Infantry Regiment, con-

tinue to focus on infantryman'’s skills and

conduct EIB qualification courses. Return-
ing to home station in Friedberg, Germany,
from the heat of Irag, the unit wasted no
nme:ﬁerﬁ::rwdmm: humsm&ptmn

nngl'BmHmmbﬂ

In conjunction with EIB, 1-36* IN con-
ducted training for it's support Soldiers.

The advent of combat for the U.S. Army in
Iraq has brought about greater focus on the

premise that every Soldier is an infantry-

man. Taking advantage of the renewed
emphasis on combat skills, 1-36" IN inte-
grated Warrior Training into their prepara-
tion for EIB.

Warrior Training, specifically geared for
combat support and combat service support
military occupational specialties, brings
forth lessons learned and applies them two
infantry-skill based training for the “soft
MOSSs"

Integrating the unit’s support Soldiers into
the overall-training picture is a priority for
1-36™ IN.

“They are around us all the time,” explained
Johnson, referring to the non-infantry Sol-
diers assigned vo 1-36% IN. “This type of
training is so very valuable to the non-in-
fantry Soldiers that are an integral part of
our unit because they are with us in com-
bar.”

The Warrior Training program is comprised
of nine Warrior Drills and 40 Warrior tasks
designed to bring the non-infantry Soldiers
on line with the skills required to be sue-
cessful in a combat environment.

“I think it's right on line,” said Johnson.
“You can't beat value of the training as a
Soldier in combat will never know when
they may have to call on these skills for prac-
tical application.”

.« continued from 27 . . .

“Any time those brigades go to the field, conduet
gunnery, go to (Combat Maneuver Training
Center), those platoons go with them,” said 1%
Lt. Paul Thiessen, 501* executive officer.

Thiessen added that when the brigades are not
in the field the MPs augment the local law
enforcement on the road; however, the road
commitment is mostly handled by thar area’s BSB
M.

Community

America’s Tank Division

preparation time. They're days start with
weapons draw, followed by guard mount, where
they discuss any highlighted issues of the day and
review the SOL.

Additionally, to ensure and maintain proficiency,

the Soldiers go through a guard mount class that

focuses on one topic thar focuses on one subject

that was taught during the three-week
rein t:‘gl’ﬂ.tlﬂ.ﬂ.
training.

members might “This is our community. We = "V so over
sy the something different

trollin 1% 1 1 , day,” said Spe.
armienc ity take a lot of pride in it, :Ir-zd i
e of  for us to come back and give  MP Co- Thaway
preparation was everyone gets

in to getting r comfortable in what
o back to the community what e

for the mission.

they gave to us while we were  like they say:

‘practice  makes

After returning down range is a great pecfect.”

from Iraq “we S

. SRR f 2 Overall, after 15
immediately in HP P oriun t‘y months in a combart
to law environment,
enforcement garrison law
retraining to get . enforcement has
the up to speed 1* Lt. Paul Thiessen been a welcomed
on taking over 01 Mﬂi‘tﬂl’j" Police Compan: change for the
the road in the > : pehE Soldiers of the 501"
Wiesbaden executive officer. MP Co.
community.”

said Thiessen. “This is our

The three-week training plan was put together
by the 221* BSB Provost Marshall’s Office.

“They anticipated our return here,” Thiessen
went on, “and they're the ones who actually
conducted the training for the company 1o make
sure we were up to speed on all of the standard
operating procedures of the area.”

The MPs currently run eight-hour shifts, plus

community,” said
Thiessen. “We take a lot of pride in it, and for us
to come back and give back to the community
what they gave to us while we were down range
is a grear opportunity.”
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